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Good evening to everybody. Thanks to the organizers
for inviting me to say a few words about our recent
research experience in Italy, especially on the Amalfi
coast.

My intervention will be focused on the new trends
in agriculture and rural development in Italy, trying to
shortly highlight how agriculture in the Amalfi coast is
trying to recovering from a long period of crisis, thanks
to the new opportunities offered by the evolution of

consumers and citizens needs.

Actually, in Italy, over the last few decades, agriculture
has undergone a strong transformation, that has brought
to a sharp reduction of the number of farms and, more
important, a deep transformation of the way farming
activity is managed.

Indeed, starting from mid 1980s, this transformation
has brought to the emergence of a new agricultural
and rural development model, characterized by new
«functions» that nowadays society acknowledges to
agriculture activity (multifunctionality of agriculture).

This transformation has been accompanied and
supported by the agricultural and rural development
policies implemented by the European Union (the

Common Agricultural Policy).

Let's have a look at our recent past since the
beginning of this rapid transformation of agriculture, that
more or less, as in most of the European countries, started
immediately after the end of the II world war.

During those years in Italy, a strong process of (re-)

industrialisation induced a rapid change of the whole
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economic system, included agriculture.

The fast growth of the industrial sector (and with it of the urban areas) drained financial and especially human

resources from agriculture and rural areas, with serious consequences, especially in the most marginal and

disadvantaged areas. These consequences can be synthesized in:

(] A reduction of agriculture and more in general economic activity

[] The depopulation and senilisation of the population

[] (consequently) The reduction of the provision of basic services (schools, hospitals, transport--)

[[] The reduction of social and cultural activities (cinemas, theatres, meeting points, etc.)

[J A growing environmental and landscape degradation.
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This period also witnessed the greatest spread of
the «industrial> model in agriculture (inspired to the
green revolution), which implies agriculture to adopt
production principles taken from the industrial sector.
In other words, scale economies, mechanization, labour
division, and standardization, principles upon which the
industrial sector was rapidly increasing its productivity,
had to be applied to agriculture, too.

Agriculture had to became like a factory.

At the same time, during these years (1960-1970) the

Common Agricultural Policy of the EU was set up, with the aim of favouring the «industrialization» of agriculture,

to be achieved by means of high guaranteed prices to farmers, in order to stimulate productivity and increase food

provision for the population. Therefore, quantity, rather than quality.

The model the EU had in mind for agriculture at that time was the one synthesised in the figure: from many small

and very small farms, the EU has to shift to a few big «modern» farms.

The industrialization of agriculture has gradually
broken the links between the farming activity and its
territory.

Indeed, farmers had relations mainly with other actors
along the supply chain (input suppliers, food processing
companies, supermarkets etc.) located outside the
territory, and with decision-making centres located at a
great distance from the territory.

This has led to a loss of (territorial) anchorage and
a growing process of homologation /standardization of
resources (such as plant varieties, breeds), techniques and

agricultural practices, know-how, and social capital.
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The situation started to change in the 1970s.

The crisis of the big industrial factories, and at the
same time the emergence of new modes of industrial
development located also in rural areas, gradually
undermined the leading industrial-urban development
model.

In addition, due to the economic growth of the country
and the higher average incomes of Italian population,
consumers and citizens gradually changed their attitudes
and preferences, gradually shifting from mass to quality
consumption.

In this period, the negative aspects of the quality of
life in the large industrial cities are increasingly criticised,
and the positive aspects of life in the countryside are
revalued instead: peaceful life, beautiful landscapes,
uncontaminated environment, richness and authenticity
of rural culture and traditions, stronger social relations,
and higher quality of food products. These are all
elements that attract urban citizens and consumers, and

contribute to revaluate agriculture sector and rural areas.

As a consequence, rural areas are no longer perceived
only as the place where agricultural commodities (food)
are produced, but also the site of residential settlements
and leisure ‘consumption’.

Moreover, the emergence of environmental and
cultural sensitivity also leads to the demand for new
functions that the agricultural sector is increasingly called
upon to perform.

From only one function that agriculture can develop
for society to multiple functions.

The word “Multifunctionality” expresses the capacity
of agricultural areas and farms to simultaneously perform
multiple social functions alongside the more traditional

function of producing food.

Agricultural policies in the European Union have gone
along with this process of change.
Starting in the mid-1980s, EU policies have

increasingly shifted their support from market and price
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aids to a wider rural development policy.

No more incentives for increasing productivity and mass production.

Rather, the new EU policy was now inspired to the new agricultural development model, acknowledging
the potential multifunctionality of agriculture. Therefore, aids were oriented towards enhancing the quality of
production processes and products (incentives for eco-friendly farming practices, biodiversity, respect for animal

welfare, food safety, reduction of CO2 emissions, quality products such as geographical indication products,

traceability systems, etc.).
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The outcome of these changes today is that of an
extremely diversified agriculture, the articulation of which
is difficult to represent through the available statistical
data alone, but which shows a decisive orientation
towards a new development model that revolves around
the quality of the products but also, and increasingly, of
the services provided (agritourism, educational farms,
etc.).

This new agriculture, still far from being the dominant

ones, asks for new kinds of connections both within

the territorial area and in local-global relations. Farmers have to keep relations not only with actors of the supply-

chains (input suppliers, food processing companies, supermarkets, wholesalers, etc.), but also with other actors not

belonging to the agribusiness (tourism, schools, museums, parks, etc.), especially at territorial level.

Therefore, the new agricultural development model inspired to multifunctionality asks for different skills than

the sole agronomic knowledge to develop more complex activities than in past (marketing and communication,

production of quality products subject to certification, management of agritourism clients, provision of

environmental services, etc.).

At the same time, the new agricultural model asks for a re-connection with its territorial capitals. In other

words, the new model tries to recover the link of agriculture to its territory that was broken with the spread of the

industrialisation of agriculture.
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In the course of our research on the Amalfi Coast,
it was possible to pick up on the signs of these trends
through the living voice of producers and other local
actors.

The rural areas and agriculture of the Amalfi coast
have been affected by great changes, showing the
typical features of marginal and disadvantaged areas we
described earlier.

More recently, the Amalfi coast has been ‘invested’ by
the booming of tourist flows.

Today touristic flows are so intense (especially during



summer) that in many respects they have been perceived by a big part of the local community more as a threat than
an opportunity.

Yet the presence of tourist flows, both local and non-local, has also constituted an opportunity not only for the
relaunch of agricultural activities, but also for the protection and recovery of the area’s rich environmental and

cultural heritage.

Typical agri-food products represent one of the most . .
ARNRREY - Bm

significant expressions of the revival of local agriculture,

and how new consumers and societal trends have enabled RROSREY Rl WHRROETETIREERITROVEOTHD.
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the survival of a multifunctional agriculture fuelled by the
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Agerola bread
FOLUARD N TRIZCOfEGHE
it i Y MTEDNEEBEL, REF T |
For example, the tradition of producing Agerola bread Tenaors e e 8
—_ s e T3 BIEHEEAOBREREHE
(dry biscuit bread) had been lost with industrialisation of Uee 12

the food system, but in the last 20 years there has been

a revival of the tradition. For example, Naclerio's bakery has been able to keep the traditional Agerola bread alive,
sourcing local wheat instead than from international markets, and changing his marketing channels towards short
supply chains (a market of local agricultural producers organised by the municipality), and enhancing direct delivery

to end consumers.

Pomodorino del piennolo
Y ~ BB [
The market of pomodorino del piennolo, a traditional RERHVSREY) - Ran

product that in the past was made by every family in S
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and requests come from all over Italy and even abroad. + I7PFI-UER 40FISNEY COMTD LY R
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Vanacore producer has been cultivating this local tomato o
EfI3: YT OLEV(PGD
variety for 40 years, and also preserves and packages it in - PFI—MBRE LEVHEES—Hzy
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Lemon of Amalfi (PGI) BRI,

down orally within the community.

Salvatore Aceto’s farm has converted the cultivation
to organic, has focused on the valorisation of a local variety of lemon, the Sfusato Amalfitano, also valorised through
transformation (limoncello, jams) and offers tourists both cooking courses and visits to the farm with its splendid

terraces, while preserving the traditional landscape.

Marisa Cuomo wines
Marisa Cuomo’s winery in Flore represents an excellence of local entrepreneurship. Despite the particularly
difficult territory for any type of cultivation (steep terraces sloping down to the sea), the farm has been able to

produce excellent wines over time, focusing on the recovery of abandoned vineyards and on the strong presence of

33



ARNRREY) - Bm

=4 U= OF—EDTA1Y

o JO-UICHBI—H - 0F—FEDTF1)—IE. i
TEDRERBEHDFRIES LS ERHL T D, EIC
B> THERIL BRIE DR 2 MBS  HHEICIE
FICHERTHICENDDS T BHEREES N T
ROMBDEHE EFERRED T RIFIFICHETE,
FESULWIIUEEET D,

- BREZENT T HTOBHE TR VRRDOFY ~O—Y
ZEH\ . RRISHEREMODFCICHMU, <) —1 -
VA —EDIRIC > THRULEZRKLR,.

. YU—HOF—ERTRIDMIEBEIHARTERE
TR ERAZRELEGAS DT U7 E
FEOEECREICEERUZ,

NRNRREY - Bm

2HI5: FTII-SDATYNDISy—

> PDO

o PRI BEORBHRERT TS
—SDATYNIASkY—5

o COERDEMIFLENRIAD &
eht COHURICE T S EEDEHR
[FE<HS5H o7,

REMZERR I dEmELERICH
IOHEEMIRR. FI5—-5ND3
Shy =S THEICHEIS R VAR
mhS, MTDRMB DA EERLE
TEFFYDRRERERICROE
CEEBKRLTV S,

FEH

1. SHEEREN S THIZ AR
TRIVT 1 HEE HERFNICRBORRICH S MR THOTE P
T 1 BEDEN QIR SIUFE R L RBU DV BEBDOSENT T, B
EURRERBIESCENARETHDEERLTL D,

2. JZ HUEAD S 3 InfiifER _EA
UTzhio T IEMRETETIVHEREL TV S &S IS, B —2 D5
SIFCHEBTIER . S H, SEIEEENE L HBRADHTZBT—ERD
RSSO THIMBEZES. SEEZERD TS,

3. SHEERRLEBEZ TRV
SEBEEREIL. TOHIBED IR TORRDENHICHEDIT TR
o MEIRDIE, B DRI T SIFH. HIKITH T D55 | #hTDHH

ZEHUWERICEZ BEE0. ALY EbDHTTRIE PR & DRIRR Y
rO—OEEEES E2RENTH S,

native vine varieties.

Over time, the company has built a network of small
local grape producers, who have contributed to cleaning
up the abandoned land and have started producing again
following the company’s instructions, which also offers a
price that is on average higher than the market one.

In this way not only was Marisa Cuomo was able
to expand the quantity of grapes processed, but also
contributed to the recovery and protection of the local

territory and landscape, while providing employment.

Cetara colatura di alici PDO

A last example is an emblematic product of the Amalfi
Coast, the Cetara Colatura di Alici (anchovy sauce), which
obtained the PDO (Protected Designation of Origin) in the
European Union in 2021, as well as the qualification of
Slow Food presidium.

The success of this product is relatively recent, but
the production tradition in the area is long-standing.
Consumers’ attention to quality products that are an
expression of the territories of origin has meant that
Cetara’s anchovy sauce, from a poor product not intended
for the market, has become a high quality product,

entirely handcrafted using only local raw materials.

Multifunctional agriculture offer new opportunities
Producers in the Amalfi area show how today it is
possible, even in an area with difficult socio-economic
conditions, to survive and develop business in agriculture
thanks to activities strongly linked to the various
territorial capitals of which the Amalfi Coast is rich.
From cost reduction to value added enhancement
It is therefore no longer a question, as the industrial
agriculture model envisages, of focusing on a reduction in

production costs aimed at supporting price-based market

competition. Today, instead, multifunctionality asks for orienting the activities towards diversification increasing
value added thanks to the provision of new services for the society such as the protection of the landscape and the
environment, the conservation of agrobiodiversity, the recovery of the cultural and productive traditions of the area).
Multifunctional agriculture is not easy

In a difficult area such as that which characterizes the Amalfi Coast, the operation is certainly not simple and
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is not possible for all agricultural businesses in the area. What is needed is passion for one’s work, like the one
observed in the entrepreneurs interviewed, pride for their territory, the ability to transmit local knowledge to the
new generations, which in most cases is not written in books but transmitted orally, and above all the ability to

activate relationship networks with other local businesses and institutions.
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